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Ashley Jensen to replace lead actor Douglas Henshall in Shetland

It was announced ahead of Shetland season 7 that Douglas Henshall would be leaving the series and his role as DI Jimmy Perez, but that it would be continuing on without him.

Now, we finally know who will be leading the cast into season 8. Ashley Jensen, well-known from After Life, Ugly Betty, and Extras, has officially joined the cast as the new DI Ruth Calder. DI Calder is a born Shetlander who returns to the islands after having worked for the Met (the Metropolitan Police) in London. 
 
 It has been revealed that Jensen's character will work closely alongside Alison O'Donnel's DS Alison 'Tosh' McIntosh. The return of Steven Robertson as Sandy, Lewis Howden as Billy, and Anne Kidd as Cora has also been confirmed. 
 
 Embed from Getty Images



 
 On being cast in the series, Jensen (photo) said: "I am absolutely thrilled to be joining Shetland as DI Ruth Calder. It’s such a hugely successful show and I am aware I have very big boots to fill since the departure of DI Perez, who was very much loved by fans of the show."
 
 She continued: "There will be a different dynamic with Ruth amongst the regular characters and a few more new interesting characters to enjoy. However, the integrity of the show and the world that has been created will remain very much in the same tone as the last seven seasons. It's a real privilege to be asked to lead this show into a new chapter. I can’t wait to be working in Scotland again. I have missed it!"
 
 Meanwhile, Gaynor Holmes, commissioning editor for the BBC, said: "I am absolutely delighted that Ashley is joining the stellar cast of Shetland. Ashley is an immensely accomplished and well-loved actress who is known internationally and we can’t wait to welcome her into the Shetland family when filming begins in the spring."
 
 The end of Shetland season 7 saw the end of Jimmy's career as a detective after he freed a man who was about to be extradited to America, and potentially sentenced to death, but he believed was innocent.
 
 Ahead of Shetland season 8, Jensen will next be seen in Mayflies, another BBC drama starring Line of Duty's Martin Compston and Your Honour's Tony Curran.
 
 The upcoming season will start its production next spring on the Shetland-islands and all over Scotland. It is set to premiere in late 2023.[image: Video on youtube]
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Latest news
[image: Start date and official trailer for the final season of Evil]
Start date and official trailer for the final season of Evil

Pea soup vomit and the creepiest creatures make an appearance in the official trailer for the final season of Evil on Paramount+.

Today, 16:02

[image: First-look photos and teaser for the second season of The Serpent Queen]
First-look photos and teaser for the second season of The Serpent Queen

The Serpent Queen will soon return to Starz. The cable network has released a trailer and first-look photos for season two.

Today, 15:02

[image: Premiere date, teaser, first-look photos and new cast members for Hotel Cocaine]
Premiere date, teaser, first-look photos and new cast members for Hotel Cocaine

MGM+ has released a teaser for the '70s crime thriller series Hotel Cocaine and revealed the remaining cast. In addition, first-look photos and the premiere date of the eight-episode series have been released.

Today, 14:02

[image: Masterpiece PBS unveils first-look photos of Wolf Hall: The Mirror and the Light]
Masterpiece PBS unveils first-look photos of Wolf Hall: The Mirror and the Light

Masterpiece PBS and the BBC have released first-look photos of Wolf Hall: The Mirror and the Light, an adaptation of the final novel in Hilary Mantel's award-winning trilogy.

Today, 13:02

[image: AMC unveils trailer and poster for the second season of Interview with the Vampire]
AMC unveils trailer and poster for the second season of Interview with the Vampire

Anne Rice's Interview with the Vampire will soon return for a second season on AMC.

Today, 12:02

[image: Louis Landau will play a regular role in Apple TV+'s Butterfly]
Louis Landau will play a regular role in Apple TV+'s Butterfly

Louis Landau has been cast in a series regular role in Prime Video's spy thriller Butterfly.

Today, 11:00
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